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TAGS: CGEN, CG, RW 

SUBJECT: PROBLEMS IN OBTAINING ZAIRIAN VISAS IN BANGUI, CAE 
REF STATE 72952 

1 . DURING PAST EIGHT MONTHS, EMBASSY HAS FREQUENTLY 
RECEIVED AND HONORED REQUESTS FROM LOCAL ZAIRE EMBASSY 
FOR "LETTERS OF INTRODUCTION" FOR AMCIT VISA APPLICANTS 
WHETHER RESIDENT OR NON-RESIDENT. WHEN ISSUED, IT HAS 
BEEN WITH UNDERSTANDING THAT EMBASSY NOT GUARANTEEING 
CONDUCT OF APPLICANTS OR RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OR DIS- 
APPROVAL OF VISA APPLICATION. NEARLY EVERY EMBASSY AND 
CONSULATE IN KIGALI HAS PROVIDED SUCH LETTERS AT ONE 
TIME OR ANOTHER. 

2. TO REFUSE SERVICE WOULD IMPOSE BURDEN ON WEST- 
BOUND TRAVELERS WHO MUST PASS THROUGH ZAIRE OR ON LOCAL 
RESIDENTS WHO MAY HAVE BUSINESS IN ZAIRE. OFTEN TRAVELERS 
HAVE AVOIDED GETTING VISAS UNTIL SURE OF DATES WHEN THEY 
WOULD ACTUALLY BE IN ZAIRE. 
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